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CTFA
Sticky Note
This is the most important Goal for the cosmetic and personal care industry.

It is critically important that this Goal also explicitly states that the economy must benefit. This goal can only be achieved if the policy is rational and implementation thereof is efficient.

Currently this is not the case. For example, approval by the Minister of biotrade permits can take extended periods of time. This results in competitors coming to the market both locally and internationally with synthetic compounds or alternatives. Competitive edge is put at risk as well as the potential benefits to South Africa.
Furthermore, investment in the bioeconomy and innovation is put at risk as biotrade permits are only applied for when there is opportunity to commercialise following initial research and development tht is allowed through the more efficient notification process.

In essence, the permitting process needs to be reviewed and made more efficient. This is from the perspective of time and requirements that are proving to be barriers to the optimisation of the opportunities.

CTFA would like the opportunity to discuss the challenges being experienced in a bilateral meeting to be held as soon as possible, so that current barriers and bottlenecks can be unlocked for commercialisation, economic and employment awaiting development at an international scale, locally.

CTFA
Sticky Note
This potential can only be unlocked if there is great improvement in the Department's administration.

CTFA
Sticky Note
Agreed, but how will this be achieved?
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CTFA
Sticky Note
Can this be estimated?
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CTFA
Sticky Note
Implementation has been experienced to be a major bottleneck in commercialisation opportunities.

CTFA
Sticky Note
Although the policy accounts for revenue generation for the country, implementation falls short of making the most of the opportunities as quickly as possible, for South Africa to ensure its market share of commercialised products.

CTFA
Sticky Note
This emphasis of the White Paper is not observed in practise due to the time taken by, administrative burden of, and conflicting requirements of the Department when considering opportunities.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
CTFA believes that although efficient implementation by Government should not be an explicit focus area (as it should be in place as a minimum requirement of regulations), without having a third cross-cutting imperative being "efficient/effective implementation" (of the policy and regulations, for example) the potential of South Africa's resources will not be realised.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
Although it is a long-term Strategy, it is critical that opportunities (that are short-term in nature due to competition, and technological advancements that do not require the biological resource) are optimised in the shortest time possible, with the lowest requirements being put in place so that red tape and onerous requirements are not hinderances to commercialisation.

Furthermore, the Department must ensure internal alignment through sufficient effective capacity, so that applicant-regulator interactions do not cause further challenges.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
Note that this is where the cosmetic and personal care sector lies.

CTFA
Sticky Note
It is disappointing that the role of industry is not recognised as being critical to discovery phase bioprospecting. Please formally include industry in these efforts.

CTFA
Sticky Note
The private sector marketing and product development can create the scale needed if opportunities are harnessed effectively and efficiently.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
This is a critical key enabler, as effective implementation is not yet taking place, leading to potential loss of "first-to-market" and economy of scale benefits.

CTFA
Sticky Note
The current tools (e.g. regulations) need to be reviewed and priority given to effective implementation. CTFA is happy to provide input on the regulations specifically, for further engagement.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
CTFA strongly supports this Action and is eager to meet with the Department to provide its views and suggestions for a more efficient and effective way forward. Please note that this is urgently needed to provide the best opportunity for industry's contributions to the bioeconomy.

It is noteworthy that even within a single government unit there are different views when it comes to the consideration of applications, for example.

CTFA
Sticky Note
Co-ordination is also critical, but this is a general challenge of Government. How can this be addressed more generally?

It is promising that this has been acknowledged by Government in this draft revision. DFFE is requested to provide ideas that can be considered for the private sector to assist with such coordination needs.

CTFA
Sticky Note
CTFA advocates for rational regulation where capacity exists. Government should not attempt to regulate matters that it is not sufficiently capacitated to regulate - this can cause more damage than good to stakeholders and the economy, even though this is not the intention.

CTFA
Sticky Note
Integration is something to consider, but must be considered against departmental mandates being retained.

Co-ordination is much easier to achieve and is less costly, but then formal buy-in from the different regulators is critical.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
The private sector is recognised in this title, but not in the details. Please include the private sector in these initiatives.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
Please include the CTFA as a key stakeholder.

CTFA
Sticky Note
CTFA would appreciate urgent engagements regarding how to streamline the permitting process.

CTFA
Sticky Note
Please provide timelines for these actions, as some of them are urgent.
In principle, these are honourable goals, objectives and intentions. But how will they be achieved? This is a critical question that needs substantive thought, given resource and capacity constraints in Government.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
Strongly support, for urgent attention.

CTFA
Sticky Note
Strongly supported, for urgent attention.

CTFA
Sticky Note
Will these be possible with the private sector to facilitate more efficient and effective implementation? What legal framework will be used to provide for the MoUs, etc.?

CTFA
Sticky Note
The co-development process is supported, but cannot take too long as implementation is key.
A balance must be found between multistakeholder consultation, policy development and implementation.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
Include the private sector.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
Include the private sector, and the economy as an additional beneficiary.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
Not enough attention is given to the need for more effective and efficient implementation. Furthermore, this aspect is urgent.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
For one, the permitting regulations need to be reviewed and streamlined, urgently even at the national level, to ensure improved implementation and decision-making/feedback times of Government.

CTFA is eager to explore this with the Department urgently.

CTFA
Sticky Note
Actions to achieve effective implementation and coordination are strongly supported.

CTFA is eager to engage further.

CTFA
Sticky Note
Knowledge of industry and economics, as well as commercialisation principles will be very useful to have within the Department so that efficient responses and decision-making are given the priority it needs.
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CTFA
Sticky Note
This will require discussion on how intellectual property is secured by the private sector in such a partnership.
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